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NKudzu 1 s a ween
Cogongr asso
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Dr. Miller serves currently as an affiliate professor

at Auburn Universityos Sc
since 1977 has conducted research for the U.S.
~orestry Service developing herbicide

prescriptions for the control of native and

nonnative plants. He is the author of Nonnative

nvasive Plants of Southern Forests.




What Is Cogongrass?

A Aggressive, non-native, warm season,
colonizing, perennial grass that spreads by seed
and rhizome

A Accidentally introduced around 1912 near Grand
Bay, Alabama as packaging material for
Satsuma Orange root stock

A Recognized as a Federal noxious weed
A Recognized as the 7t worst weed in the world
A

Recognized as the #1 invader of non-cultivated
ands




What iIs Cogongrass?

A It is a major threat to:
I Nature Preserves
| Forests
| Pastures
I Ornamentals / Home Lawns
I Timber Lands
I Highway rights-of-way
I Any non cultivated land



What 1s the

Threat?

Because
Cogongrass Is so
efficient at
colonizing, Iin
shade or sun, it
creates
desertso
to exclude other
grasses and forbs
resulting in
Immeasurable loss

of native plants.
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What is the Threat?

A Because Cogongrass is not palatable to
livestock, pasture grazing is limited to the
very young leaves.

I Maintenance costs go up
I Land values decrease
A Because Cogongrass is not palatable to

wildlife the value of recreational hunting lands
IS decreased.

I Revenues go down
I Costs go up



What 1s the
Threat?

When
Cogongrass
encroaches into
landscapes
aesthetics are
ruined and
maintenance
COStS go up
resulting In
reduced real-
estate values.




What 1s the
Threat?

Establishing pines in
a stand of
Cogongrass is costly
In terms of start up
and slowed growth.

Cogongrass burns
fast and hot; a
young stand of pines
can be completely
killed, a mature
stand can be
severely damaged.



